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the Northwest support Mr. Seward. He replied that people
who thought as I did would, of course, favor Mr. Seward; but
the problem was to make people who did not think so, vote for
his nomination. Still, he was quite confident of Mr. Seward's
success, and he thought it good policy to exhibit that confidence
in every possible way. To that end he admonished me to visit
as many delegations as I could and to let them know that no
candidate could possibly receive as many " German votes"
as Mr. Seward. I replied that I could not well say that, for I
hoped it would not prove true in case Mr. Seward should un-
fortunately fail to be nominated. Little more was said,'and I
did not see Mr. Weed again. When, a few days later, Mr.
Seward was defeated in the convention, Mr. Weed is said to
have been distressed beyond measure. During the Civil War
he rendered very patriotic service to the Republic in various
ways, which proved that he could be something more than a
mere adroit party manager.

The members of the Convention and the thousands of spec-
tators assembled in the great Wigwam presented a grand and
inspiring sight. It was a free people met to consult upon their
policy and to choose their chief. To me it was like the fulfill-
ment of all the dreams of my youth. As Hay and Nicolay, the
historians of Abraham Lincoln, report: "Blair, Giddings,
Greeley, Evarts, Kelley, Wilmot, Schurz, and others were
greeted with spontaneous applause, which, rising at some one
point, grew and rolled from side to side and corner to corner of
the immense building, brightening the eyes and quickening the
breath of every inmate." This as well as other distinctions with
which I was honored, I owed no doubt to the fact that I was
looked upon as a representative and spokesman of the large
number of voters of German origin whose support of the Re-
publican cause was naturally regarded as very important. Oiie
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